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The special issue of Present Truth, devoted to discussicns of

Justification by Faith, is the first copy of the magazine that I have
seen. Its emphasis on the 'material principle' of the Reformstion and
its oprosition to Romish theology speaks clearly to these times when

the Protestant churches have largely rejected the bible.

Among the magazine's excellent pares, however, there was cne
article ~-so it seems to me-- that did not properly represent the
historic Protestant view. Un page 18 .lome is charscterized by the phrase,
"Regeneration-~ a necesssry condition for justification;" &and the
Reformation is characterized by the phrase, "Regeneration -- the
immediate consequence and fruit of justification." With respect to
this latter phrase there are two points to be considered: (1 the
article's zrgument from the Bible is incomplete and in places
fallacious; and (2) the historicral evidence necessary to conclude that
the theology of the Reformction is in view is missing.

_~

O/h the first point I shall try io be Lrief. Papge 18, col. 2,
~fter Quoting Rom. L:5 that Cod justifies the ungodly, says, "This
scripture certainly contradicts the notion thaf God justifies only
regenerate saints,"” The parapraph fzils to show any contradicticn,

The following paragraph correctly states thet God justifies the



uncircumeised; but Rom 4:9-11 does not mantiin regeneration, as would
be necessary for a conclusion s bout regeneration; and the appended
explanation, which a says that "the new life is the sign and witness
of the blessing of justification," does not rerroduce the thought of
the Romans passage, for the Scritipure says that circumcision (not

the new life o~ regeneration) is the sign. Papge 19, point four, adds
to Romans 5 something about 2 "new heart,” which is not found in the
text., Finally, so far as Scri%yure and argument po, nage 19, col, ?
says, "To those who respond to his drewing, the Spirit gives faith and
repentance." Is this not Romanism? An unregnerate sinner, totally
depraved, dead in gin, who docs not seek Nod, whose nmoath is full of
cursing and bitterness, who has no fear of God before hls #eyes,
canrnot. respond. He will become able to respond orly =fter the Spirig

resurrects him to newness of life.

The second point i the absgbce oi' evidence that Reformstion
theology makes feith prior to regneration. The only attempt to provide
evidence is a quotaticn from John Wesley on page 21. Dut John JWesley
was a disciple of Arminius, whose rejection of the :eformstion doctrines
was declared heretical by the Synod of Tort in 1A27. Therefore
Wesley's theology is not a competent testimony to what the Reformers

telght,

One of the best witnessas of what the Reform: tion taught is the
Wdestminster Confe sion of 16L45-L9. Its reliability is such that thousands

of ministers from that day to this have suuscribed to it. The men



who fremed it were the -ost devoted ministers of their day, the most
competent, and the b.st informed on the theo%zgy of the previous
century. The .estminster Confessiun X, 1 and 2 states, "God . . .
enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the
things of God . . . renewing their wills . . . effectually drawing
them . . . they being made willing by his praece . . iare} en: bled
to answer this call and to emberé the mrace offered and conveyed

irl Li/o "

To which I should like to add John 5:2l;, "He who hears my
word anc¢ believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not come
into judgment, but hss {already, perfect tensé} passed from death

to life." iote that when the sinner hears and believes, l.e. exercises

faith, he hus already bLeen regenerated.

Further evidence that this iz the Reform:tion views and thst
the theologilsns who remained true to the Zeripture so testify will

be found in ¥. G. T, Shedd, Dogm:tic Theology, rage 509, "A man

i is¢ not regenerated becausc he first believes in Christ, but he
believes in Christ because he has been recenerated." The whole chapter

defends this positicn.

Sirilar thoughts are found in H, 2, Smith, System of Christian

Theology, page 557; and even in the wavering theologian, Augustws Strong,

Vol., IlI, page 825,

Then finév}ly, Cherles Hodge, the prince of American theologiens,

in succsssiw chapters, discusses regeneration in Vol. ¥ II, chap. 1L,



and in Vol. IL., chap. 15. Faith comes in chapier 163 and chapter
17 continues with Justification. It is clear therefors that the
article herein discussed does not corractly describe the Reformstion

position as against Romanism.



