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"H
ow

 did you get hom
e?" 

"O
h, 1 w

alked hom
e along the road." 

"B
ut how

 did you get out of the pit?" 
"T

he w
ay 1 alw

ays do. 1 got into the cage 
and 1 w

as pulled up to the top." 
"H

ow
 m

uch 
do 

you pay to com
e out of 

the pit?" 
H

e looked at m
e astonished, and said, "Pay? 

O
f course, 1 don't pay anything." 
1 said to him

, "W
ere you not afraid to trust 

yourself in that cage? W
as it not too cheap?" 

"O
h, no," he said. "It w

as cheap for m
e, 

but 
it cost the com

pany a lot of m
oney to 

sink that shaft." 
A

nd w
ithout another w

ord the truth of that 
adm

ission broke upon him
, the fountains of 

the great deep w
ere broken up, 

and he saw
 

if he could have salvation w
ithout m

oney and 
w

ithout price, it had cost the Infinite G
od a 

great 
price 

to 
sink 

that 
shaft 

and 
rescue 

lost m
en. 

A
 PREACHER 

PREACHED TO
 

T
he 

fam
ous 

N
ew

 
Y

ork 
C

ity 
preacher D

r. John R
oach Straton told 

of a 
fam

ily 
in 

G
eorgia 

he 
used 

to 
visit nearly once a year. 

They lived 
on a rather large estate and em

ployed 
several 

servants. 
T

he 
cook 

w
as 

a 
specialist; 

her 
nam

e w
as 

M
ary. 

D
r. 

Straton said one tim
e: "W

hen 1 w
ent 

there 
they 

alw
ays 

prepared 
a 

great 
dinner. 

O
n one occasion 

M
ary 'had 

m
ade som

e corn bread, of w
hich 1 am

 
very 

fond. 
I 

ate, 
and 

ate, 
and ate, 

until 
1 

w
as 

asham
ed 

of 
m

yself. 
1 

thought it w
as 

the finest corn bread 
1 had ever tasted. 

1 alw
ays m

ade a 
point of going out to the kitchen to 
thank M

ary for the dinner she had 
prepared; so I w

ent out that day, and 
said, 

'M
ary, 

you 
alw

ays 
prepare 

a 
great dinner, but 1 think you surpassed 
yourself today. 1 don't think you ever 
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got a better dinner than that; and that 
corn bread w

as the best you ever m
ade. 

D
o you 

know
, 

M
ary, 

1 cannot help 
but 

think 
that 

the 
Lord 

w
ill 

take 
account 

of 
that 

w
hen 

you 
get 

to 
H

ea\'en.' " D
r. Straton w

ent on: "T
he 

sm
ile 

vanished 
from

 
her 

face. 
She 

looked at m
e, and said very solem

nly, 
'See here, M

arse John, 1 ain't trustin' 
to 

any 
corn 

bread 
to 

get 
m

e 
to 

H
eaven: 

1 
am

 
just 

trustin' 
to 

de 
precious blood.''' 

That 
is 

all 
that 

any 
of 

us 
can 

trust, and it is enough for all to trust. 
"Forasm

uch as )'e know
 that ye were 

170t redeem
ed w

ith corruptible things, 
as silver and gold ... bllt w

ith the 
preciofls blood of Christ, as of a lam

b 
u'ithout 

blem
ish 

and 
witho1lt 

spot" 
(I Peter 

1:18, 
19). "G

od hath 
set 

(C
hrist) 

forth 
to 

be 
a 

propitiation 
(for sin) through faith in H

is blood" 
(R

om
ans 3:25). 
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Y

ears ago several Sw
edish fam

ilies, 
im

m
i· 

grants, 
settled 

in 
the 

locality 
and 

organized 
a 

church. 
A

fter 
som

e 
tim

e 
they 

substituted English for Sw
edish in the preach. 

'ing services, and even cam
e to speak English 

in their hom
es -

fluently, but w
ith an accent. 

Their accent and their love for things Sw
edish 

w
ere m

atters of good natured 
joking am

ong 
them

selves and w
ith their 

A
m

erican 
friends. 

A
m

ong the younger generation born in this 
country, w

as a little girl, age eight, w
ho had 

heard 
her 

m
other 

joking about 
her 

father's 
strong accent. W

ith a giggle she told a friend, 
"M

y 
father 

says, 
Shickells." 

"A
nd 

how
 

do 
you say it," asked the friend. "O

h," answ
ered 

the 
little 

girl, 
conscious 

of 
her 

A
m

erican 
superiority, "I say, Shickens." 

There 
are 

m
any 

C
hristians, 

com
pletely 

naturalized, or even born in C
hristian hom

es, 
that still speak C

hristian w
ith an accent. They 

know
 

the 
language; 

no 
one 

doubts 
their 

citizenship; but the m
anner of w

orldly thought 
clings to their speech. They are not interested 
in foreign m

issions; they attend m
ore suppers 

than evangelistic m
eetings; they think a dollar 

a 
Sunday is 

a handsom
e contribution to the 

church -
if they happen to com

e. They have 
absorbed the secular culture of the age, and 
though 

they 
think 

they 
say 

"C
hickens," 

in 
reality they still say, "Shickens." 

W
e 

all 
need 

constantly 
to 

com
pare 

our 
speech w

ith the Bible and to correct ourselves 
by 

its 
standards. Think a m

om
ent: 

H
ow

 do 
you 

pronounce 
C

hristianity 
in 

your 
thought 

and conduct? 
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