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How Do You Pray?

Six-year-old Timmy for the first time was watching his father fix a flat tire. He was very 

curious. What made it flat? How did the air get out? Why was Daddy fixing it? And so on. Daddy told 

Timmy about tacks, nails, and glass in the road and what they did to inner tubes; and he had to fix it 

because he had to take a long trip tomorrow. 

That evening the family – what a fortunate family – was having family devotions in which 

everyone prayed. Sister, age nine, had learned some of the usual language for prayer, but Timmy was 

more direct and blunt. “O God,” he prayed, “when my Daddy drives tomorrow, please take all the tacks

and nails and glass off the road … And if you have to, O God, you can put them back on again after he 

has gone by.”

Timmy is to be commended for his earnestness in prayer. He is an example to those who do not 

pray. But there are some adults who ought to do better in prayer than Timmy does, and yet they fail. 

They may not be so obviously selfish as the old man who prayed, “God bless me and thee, our son 

John, his wife, us four, and no more.” But they may be almost as restricted in their outlook. Let us 

check up on ourselves. How are our prayers. Lord, teach us to pray. 
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