
·w
akeninlJ T

he. D
ead 

In a certai 
district of G

erm
any. there used to be a 

curious custom
. 

It 
w

as based on 
e 

assum
ption that the dead are not really so. and 

that if only they ca 
b

e aroused to m
ake an effort. the deep lethargy 

w
ill be throw

n off an
d

 'hey w
ill again take their place w

ith the living. 
To this end an

 acquaint 
ce w

ould w
hisper into the ear of the corpse 

beseeching w
ords. 

entreati 
the sleeper to bestir him

self. T
here w

as 
never any response. T

he 
de 

are only raised 
to 

life 
b

y
 

a 
m

iracle, 
by D

ivine pow
er. 

T
hese things 

strikingly 
illust 

te spiritual 
truth. 

M
en 

as 
they 

are 
in them

selves are spiritually d
e
a
d

-' EA
D

 IN
 T

R
E

SPA
SSE

S A
N

D
 SIN

S." 
says E

phesians 
2:1. 

T
he 

speaker. t 
w

riter 
m

ay 
w

hisper 
into 

their 
ears 

about 
salvation, 

eternal 
life 

an
 

H
eave'n never 

so 
charm

ingly. 
never 

w
ith 

such 
reasonableness. 

neve 
w

ith 
such 

em
otional 

fervor. 
M

en in a: 
state 

of spiritual 
death p

ay
 

heed. 
N

or w
ill 

they 
until 

they 
are -quickened from

 
spiritual death 

b 
the 

pow
er 

of 
G

od. 
until 

they are born again. A
s Jesus said. "E

X
C

E
PT

 
M

A
N

 B
E B

O
R

N
 A

G
A

IN
. 

H
E

 C
A

N
N

O
T

 SE
E

 T
H

E
 K

IN
G

D
O

M
 O

F
 G

O
D

." 
W

hat a 
gracious thing it is that G

od does for 
ose w

ho are saved. 
H

e takes aw
ay their heart of stone and gives the 

H
e opens their blinded eyes that they m

ight see and 
ieve on C

hrist 
as H

e is set forth in the G
ospel. H

e bestow
s upon them

 
grace. H

e raises 
them

 from
 

death to life. T
hese 

are 
all 

s 
of de· 

scribing 
w

hat 
h

ap
p

en
s 

w
hen 

G
od 

m
akes 

H
is 

W
ord 

life-givl g 
and 

pow
erful unto the salvation of the lost. 

G
O

D
 O

R
 TYR

A
N

N
Y 

Plato w
as a 

p
ag

an
. H

e knew
 nothing of M

oses. nor. of course. of 
C

hrist. Plato w
as also a 

great philosopher -
perhaps the m

ost brilliant 
m

an 
that 

has 
ever 

lived. 
H

is extensive 
know

ledge 
included 

a 
clear 

understanding 
of 

the 
course 

of 
history. 

In 
a 

non-christian 
w

ay 
he 

recognized a 
tendency to deteriorate both in individuals an

d
 in govern-

m
ents. and books V

III and IX
 of his R

epublic show
 the inevitability of 

tyranny and dictatorship. 
T

he C
hristian w

ith the light of G
od's revelation can

 see even m
ore 

clearly than 
Plato. T

he 
B

ible teaches that "T
he L

ord reigneth; let the 
people trem

ble" 
(P

salm
 99:1). A

nd "G
od is 

the king of all 
the earth" 

(Psalm
 47:7). A

nd. "H
e rem

oveth kings and setteth up kings" (D
an. 2:21). 

W
hen G

od is recognized in governm
ent. then the people have certain 

inalienable 
rights -

rights 
that 

the 
governm

ent 
did 

not 
bestow

 
and 

therefore 
cannot take 

aw
ay. W

hen G
od is recognized in

 governm
ent. 

the rulers 
are lim

ited b
y

 a 
higher pow

er. the K
ing of K

ings 
and the 

Lord of L
ords. and their arbitrary w

ill is checked. B
ut w

hen a 
nation. 

its people an
d

 its rulers. forget G
od. they acknow

ledge no higher pow
er 

H
um

an 
rights 

are 
regarded 

as 
privileges 

granted 
by 

the 
State. 

and therefore the S
tate m

ay w
ithdraw

 them
. W

hen G
od is dethroned. 

the S
tate becom

es suprem
e and governm

ent becom
es totalitarian. A

nd 
this is tyranny. E

ven if the ruler is selected by the people. it is still 
tyranny. 

T
he security of hum

an rights. the preservation of religious liberty. 
freedom

 from
 totalitarianism

 can only b
e assured on C

hristian principles 
of governm

ent. G
od m

ust b
e acknow

ledged. m
ust b

e believed. m
ust be 

w
orshipped. T

here is no other check to the lust foy pow
er. W

e plead w
ith 

vou to w
orship G

od through Jesus C
hrist for your ow

n personal salva-
tion from

 sin an
d

 H
ell. W

e plead w
ith you also to w

orship G
od through 

C
hrist for the good of our nation. 

G
overnm

ent there 
m

ust 
be. 

Som
eone 

m
ust 

rule. 
B

ut 
m

en w
ill be 

ruled by G
od. or they w

ill be ruled by tyrants. 

G. 
. C!. . 


