
THE DEVIL OFTEN DOES 
BUSINESS ON A

 SHOESTRING 
A

 
group 

of 
college 

students 
w

as 
silting 

in 
the 

large 
hall 

after 
lunch 

w
aiting a 

few
 

m
inutes belore going 

in 
for 

their 
afternoon 

session in the 
chess club. 

Into 
their 

m
idst 

cam
e 

a 
gentlem

an 
about 

seventy 
years 

01 
age w

hom
 they had never seen be-

lore. H
e soon began to tell how

 fool-
ish religion is, an

d
 in particular how

 
absurd 

parts 
of 

the 
N

ew
 

T
estam

ent 
are. 

A
t least one of the students w

as a 
C

hristian. and he began 
to 

pay 
at· 

tention. 
T

he 
gentlem

an 
w

as 
saying 

som
ethil,lg 

about 
the 

V
irgin 

B
irth 

of 
C

hrist. 
but 

he 
did 

nol 
get 

it 
quite 

right. 
In 

trying 
to 

repeat 
the 

sub-
. stance of the N

ew
 T

eslam
ent account, 

the 
gentlem

an 
got 

it 
rather 

tw
isted. 

A
nd the point he w

as attem
pting to 

m
ake w

as that the N
ew

 T
estam

ent is 
absurd. 

In 
the 

m
ind 

of 
the 

C
hrislian 

stu-
dent 

a 
fast 

and furious debate look 
place. 

In 
less 

lim
e 

than 
it 

takes 
to 

read 
it. 

he 
asked 

him
self: 

"Shall 
I 

corree! the obvious blunder this gen-
tlem

an has m
ade. and then proceed 

to 
answ

er 
the 

basic 
objection? 

O
r 

shall 
I 

take him
 

as he is 
and 

slart 
w

ith w
hat he says?" 

T
he 

B
ible 

tells 
us 

to 
be 

w
ise 

as 
serpents; 

so 
the 

C
hristian 

student. 
feigning ignorance. opened his m

outh 
in 

stupid w
onder 

an
d

 
asked. 

"D
oes 

the N
ew

 T
estam

ent really say that?" 
"C

ertainly 
it 

does," 
replied 

the 
gentlem

an, and he repeated his ver· 
m

aking his blunder still w
orse. 

T
hen 

the 
C

hristian 
student 

took 
out 

of his pocket a 
little T

estam
ent. and 

handing 
it 

to 
the 

old 
gentlem

an, 
asked politely. "W

ill you please show
 

m
e w

here?'" 
T

he m
an picked up the T

estam
ent, 

fum
bled at a 

few
 pages, and in utler 

and obvious 
confusion, 

slam
m

ed the 
T

estam
ent dow

n on the table, turned, 
and slunk aw

ay. 
Som

etim
es 

resisting 
the 

D
evil 

reo 
quires little equipm

ent, for 
the D

evil 
often does business 

on a 
shoestring. 
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