
Hath God Said? 
(~r rn-an '.I .lirst disobedience and the 

fruit 
qr that forbidden tree, whose mortal 

taste 
Brought Death into the world, and all 

our woe, 
,Sing heavenly Muse . . ." 

WITH .these SOllorow; phr~ses, 
the Ilnmortal poet Milton 
began his great work, Para

dise Lost. It was from the opening 
chapters of the Bible that Milton 
took his theme. 

God had created Adam and Eve 
perfectly righteous and had given 
them the well-watered garden of 
Eden for their enjoyment. The 
deliciolls fruits of all the trees were 
theirs to eat, with but one exception. 
God commanded them not to eat of 
that one tree. 

Then Satan in the form of a serpen t 
came to tempt Eve. He began by 
asking her this question: "Hath God 
said?" 

Of course if God had not said, if 
God had given no commandment to 
Adam and Eve, then there would 
have been no reason to abstain from 
eating of that tree. What Adam and 
Eve were to do and what they were 
not to do, depended on what God had 
said. 

Later on in the Bible we read how 
God spoke to the children of Israel 
frOl11 the thundering crags of Mount 
Sinai. There God said: "Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain . . . Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy . 
Thou shalt not steal . . ." 

Considering the disobedience of the 
Israelites on many occasions, we may 
imagine that Satan came to them also 
and asked, "Hath God said?" Of 
course, if God had not said, Remem
ber the Sabbath day; if God had not 
commanded, Thou shalt not steal; 
there would have been no reason to 
obey. What the Israelites were to 
do and what they were not to do, 
depended on what God said. 

Today there are multitudes of 
people who care nothing for these 
commandments. During the war the 
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arllled forces were incredibly profane. 
In this era of so-called peace, few 
people remember the Sabbath day to 

,keep it holy. Juvenile delinquency 
shows that one, or more likely two, 
generations have not honored their 
fathers and mothers. The world has 
seen not only murders but massacres. 
Unfortunately, adultery and divorce 
are so common as to have eaten away 
the moral fiber of ollr nation. And 
stealing goes on, if not in one form, 
then in another. 

But, after all, why should one keep 
the Sabbath? \Vhy shouldn't one 
enjoy adultery and profanity on 
occasion? \Vhy not get what you can 
while the getting is good? Ha th 
God said? 

Our conduct, so many people affirm, 
is not to be hampered by ancient 
traditions. The Ten Commandments 
may have been good enough for a 
bygone age; but today we have 
evolved a new code of ethics and we 
must conform to the morals of our 
age and our society. 

Maybe there is a God, and maybe 
there isn't. It is hard to say. But 
even if there is a God, he is not the 
tribal deity of the ancient Jews. The 
Old Testament is folk lore and super
stition. We live today and we must 
follow the ways of the socie.ty in 
which we live. 

This is the teaching that has per
meated the educated classes of our 
country. The sociology departments 
in our colleges, the psychologists, the 
philosophers, and the schools of 
education insist that it is the society 
in which one Jives that sets the 
standards of conduct. 

The aborigines of Australia have 
their code of ethics. The tribes of 
central Africa have another code. 
American society requires its type 
of conduct ancl Chinese society sets 
differen t norms. No society can 
impose its mores on another. When 
in Rome, do as the Romans do. The 
particular society is the supreme 
judge. 

Message delivered over WL W, Cincinnati, 
on the "Church by the Side of the Road" program, 
Sunday, November 2, 1947. 

Now, it happens that society 
changes. In fact, American society 
has changed considerably in the last 
century. 

vVhen our grandparents were alive, 
an accusation of immorality was a 
serious charge. Later on it became 
smart to be immoral. Today, how
ever, immorality is too common even 
to be smart. People no longer use 
the idea of immorality to indicate 
blame or the idea of morality to 
indicate praise. Morality is old 
fashioned. Instead of these ideas, if 
a serious accusation is to be made 
against someone, he is called anti
social. The worst thing to say of a 
man today is to say that he is anti
social. We no longer listen for the 
voice of God; we pay attention to the 
demands of society. Society, the 
society in which we live, is the 
supreme judge of our conduct. 

But if this modern humanistic 
theory is true, several interesting 
conclusions follow. When in Rome do 
as the Romans do, they say. Con
form to the society in which you live. 
If this be good advice, then was it not 
right and good for Germans under 
Hitler to massacre the Jews? If 
society establishes the rules of con
duct, an anti-semitic society justifies 
anti-semitic conduct. It was not 
Hitler's lieutenants, it was not Goer
ing and Goebels who were anti
social; it was Pastor Niemoeller who 
was anti-social. That was why· hf' 
was put into a concentration camp. 
He did not conform to the code of 
society. Similarly, just before the 
Protestant Reformation the city of 
Florence was licentious and gay. 
Savonarola appeared and rebuked 
them for their sins. Savonarola was 
anti-social, and they burned him at 
the stake. Society was the judge. 

And why should not society be the 
judge, if God has not spoken? Why 
isn't anti-semitism right and good, 
if God has not said, Thou shalt not 
kill? If God has not spoken, why 
should not society murder those who 
disagree with it? 

Niemoeller was anti-social because 
(Continued on page 1~) 
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he believed Cod had C()llIlIlalldl'(1, 
The Apostle Paul was killed because 
he believed that God was superior to 
society. And Jesus Christ was 
perhaps the most anti-social persoll 
who ever lived. 

Hath God said? If God has not 
said, then profanity, murdcr, <\dult
cry, theft are all right wherever these 
actions are customary. 

But as for me, 1 do not believe 
this godless humanism; I do not 
approve the conduct it produces. I 
believe that God has spoken. Only 
on the basis of what God has said 
can morality be justified. Only on 
this basis can individual murderers 
and political massacres be condemned. 
Only if God has spoken can the old 
fashioned American principles of free
dom challenge the modern forces of a 
tyrannical society. Only if God has 
spoken can we have hope in this 
life and eternal joy in the life to come. 

Has God spoken ? Yes, "God, who 
at sundry times and in divers man
ners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son," 
Ihe Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be 
g-lory and dominion for ever alld ever, 
I\"orld without end. Amen. 

A COVENANT ORDINANCE 
(l'olllinlledfrolll page 9) 

tapping along the sidewalk, cane in 
one hand, tin cup held out pleadingly 
ill the other. God's Word puts it up 
to us straightforwardly; there God 
ill substance says to us: "I have made 
you and saved you. I have entrusted 
my work to you. I give you the op
portunity of entering into partnership 
with me and so of doing vast good 
here and of laying up eternal treasure 
in heaven." 

To tithe is to take God's Word 
seriously. I t deserves to be so taken. 
May every reader of these lines follow 
Jacoh's lead and promise God the 
tithe. 

.... 
"Despill" all our instinctive .judg

ments may suggest to the contrary. 
nothing earthly can ever be lasting. 
nothing in time can be worth' con
sidering compared with eternity." 

- Slmr[!.eon 
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.. Believers ha Vl' only to look l'ithl'r 
al creation, providcnce, or the divine 
word, and thcr will cry instinctively, 
'This is the lingl'l" of Cod.' There is 
(;od l'llgravl'n upon l'VlT)· work of 
creatioll. "--Sj)ftr!!.eon. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
The Revised Standard Version of 

the New Testament 

Prepared by the .-"'.merican Standard Bihll' 
Committee of the International Council of 
Religious Education. Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York. 553 pp., $2.00. 

Advertised as the most important publica
tion of 1946, the Revised Standard \·ersion 
is an authorized revision of t he ;~meri('an 

Standard Version of 190 I and the King 
James Version of 1611. The publishers 
make the claim that it embodies the accuracy 
of the American Standard Version and the 
enduring diction, simplicity, and rhythmic 
beauty of the King James Version, and that 
the translators have corrected the inaccuracies 
and errors of the older versions together with 
replacing archaic forms of expression with 
the language of today. 

Whether this fourfold claim can he vin
dicated cannot he argued in this hrief review. 
On the whole this version is more satisfactory 
than the American Standard Version, and as 
such will probably replace the latter as a 
companion to the King James Version. But 
it is doubtful whether it should, or ever 
would, replace the King James Version, the 
English of which is deeply embedded in the 
Christian consciousness of the American 
people. While reading this version, the re
viewer has had the feeling that he was reading 
the King James Version with ib "enduring 
diction, simplicity, and rhythmic beauty" 
and at the same time has appreciated the 
rearrangement of awkward sentences and 
the substitution of the language of today 
where archaic words are found in the King 
James. For this reason, the new version 
should help the average person to a better 
understanding of the New Testament. 

It is regrettable that the nine translators 
all belong to the Modernistic wing of the 
Church. While quite objective, their render
ings in certain places reflect, as they were 
bound to, t hei r critica I jUdgmen t of the 
documents which make up the ~ew Testa-
ment. I{. \Y. (;. 

Sweet Sin~er of Israel 

Sweet Singer of Israel. \)evotiollal Thoughts 
and Poems of Max 1. Reich with a Memoir 
by his son. Moody Press, 153 Institute P/III'I'. 
Chim.~o. III. $2: I XX pgs and in<i(':>.. 

Dr. Max Reich. member oj the faculty <)f 
lVloody Bible [nstittlte, was an hraelite after 
the spirit as well as after the flesh. He found 
the fulfilment of the hopes of his early Juda 
is tic faith in J estls Christ. He had the rare 
gift of expressing poetically what was in his 
heart, his philosophy, his love for God, his 
affection for God's kingdom, his response t" 
Cod in the inner sanctum of his soul. The 
poetr~· is a welcome change from the super
licial. frolh~' senlimentalisllls which sO fn·· 
'1uel1tl~' pass for religious pot'try today. 

\{. \\". t;. 
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