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There the thrse crossss stoed, Christ was in the
cetnusr witha malefactor on sach siie. Those on the cubside crosses
had probably heard of him who was bstwsen them, but hai probably not
bzen sc 2losz to him befere, Whatsver they 4id mot know about him,
there was oue thing they did know; end that was the chardge on which
yf”3M¢4‘;p ne was coniemne3. He had claimed tc bs God ani Savior. Perhaps they
o could ses ths inscription over his heald, written in letters of Hebrew,
qé;ér_-,'ﬂyy:f Latin and of CGrezek. If they turr

hsy could read above him, THIS IS JESU
Ewe

2
1241 their heads a3 bit toward him
3 OF NAZARETH? THE XING OF TER

. Ani the thisf on thz lzft h
(*3 ) and the cross cut of harmony todgasther,
#ith a snssr he spits, If thou be ths Y

If thou be the Christ, ws 2E30&}for a moms nt.beli,

s¢, 3ave thyself ani vs,/That zcoundrsl oOn

tc be saved, but from whzt Jd11 L2 want to

" snxicus to bs zaved frow sin, He wasn't w

s 5 wantsd to be saved frem ths conszguzncss
R TR g

el ‘of crime. Thare was no repentancs in his vles. He wanted immediats
fy&wﬂ, rslsase from his suffsrinds and fzlt offendszd that Christ 3idn't save ‘
K bim, in spite of the fact he didn't belisve Christ could save.

w2 2 mild raproach, 3 calm
ot fzar Cod? sssing thou art
that we must stand befcre

ht to taunt him, you are

 pehKe AN - )
snsws?, rebuking him,” saying, Dost

| . in thz same condswnation. Don't you kiow
to answer for our sinrs. You navs no
in no yosition to mock him, yov arz in the same presiicament yourself
and s¢ am I. Howsver, we are justly hers, we ars guilty and merit _ ;
- this death, wes have bsen condemnsd lawfully, we recsive the due reward @
of our deed; but this mwan hath dons nothing amiss. HE2 is innocent and |
you know it. This is a frams up on him., He is not guilty. Do not
torment him, but lst him be. '
¥Yhy did the thisf on the right hand cross take Christls part?
He champiocned Jssus whkan no ons elsa dsréd to. Christ's ensmizs wars
é o trivmphant arcund him, sxulting ir his torture, Christ's disciples
; LK1;#“;,»* ad fled, and the few wowen at ths o0} of the oross wers scardd
y”"J"*+ peechless. Only the dying thief darsd .Aphrist's favor. And it must
Jwv”pbyw‘ have taked courags on his pari to do so, if we are to bslisve
trad:tlon. For we are told that as scon as the Jews beard him defending
Christ against reproacnsa, agaimst further agony, as scon as they saw
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h1m befplendlnﬁ him, so soon 4id they rush at hiz with one howl and:
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maltreat him terribly, With physical outrades they tortured hinm.

$ith insult and ignominy they covsrzd him. How dared ths thisf to
speak in Christ's faver? Why 4id he do it? Ws are not authorized to
suppese that the thizf had listensd to Jasus preach. We cannot

imagine that he was a seoret lisciple. No, he was a desperate criminal.
But hs had hesard Ohrist say cns thing., As the three of them wsre

being lifted vp on their crossas, Christ said, Father,forgive them

for they know not what they dc. This the thisf had heard, and inies3

it was a revelation to him. So, rsbuking ths other thief for abusing
Christ, he said, Jwsas, renewbsr me whzn thou cowast into thy kingdon.
3 3id not ask to be saved from the cross, he only wanted to bs remsnbzi:i
in that kingdow of which he knew sc little. But he knew the King!
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éﬁ is Jssus they said.

w’b T 1on't know. #hen/1id
*LQI jon't know. Ve
HQ¢ s 3i3n't kpow

Q.

- kuow today. Hz knzw tco, that Thrist could rawvsmber him and that

.,» e o

wder cf th ’éan of lawbreaksgs. This gandster confe.ssa
Ohrist, and bsdan\\his Chr //J 0 life. Fis old croniss mocksd him,

and wale all soris\cf fuﬁ of him, Th,y ridiculzd his iZnorance. Where
yd he hal to auswer, I don't know. Vharz was he
to say, I don't know. Who was his father.

Ne live? And the poor wan could only ripsat

» what\Jo you know, they snsered? I know he oavci me!
uch sbout Nhe kingdow, but bz knew ths King.

=, remember me. The dying thisf knew littls. But hz 3id
know he nesdsl to bs remembersd. And that is more than some pecpls

born? Aud esdein be t

Christ did r "ber him that weuld bs sufficisnt. He knsw alsc, angd
he knsw it ful: well that hs was guilfy and that Jssus was innocent.
There t two hund on toneir crosses bsside each other,one the Most -
High G the other, the mest missrablz of men; risereble assursdly,
but blessed in this, that hs fPecognizzi
s
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who hung bes 1l him. Many
vsopls stcol scornfully before that e. Sows cf thew had szen
Christ raise the dead ani{h%i not be

deatn, and ?%cogni%%d

This was an immediates revclutiécn ip that malefactors

n
ieved, thes thizf saw him out to

character., It was o suddsan chande wrought bty Zod. It was God working

ntansously. There was me—prossss—f zjucaticn, no gradual leading-

t
;»~“;:$%7ko his conversion. It wasn'it 2ducaticn at all, it was 3alvation.
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hhsy bzcome Christians as they druw, JraiLally, and whsn drown, thay
cannct put their finger on 2 calandar and say, on such a day I becanme
a Christian. 1 was attending a mssting of a Sabbath-School Supts Asso
gnd tha lscture was on evandelism., We wzre asked how many of us

-could give ths dats of our conversion, Of szvaral hundred men in ths




room, only two or three raised their hands,
3dritted that they had basn sonverted after
a child may dradually grow into bsing a Chr
srows up al unbsliesver, unsaved, and is the
that at 2 certsin time he made s definite 4
T2,y be vadue or it mav be vivid. Rut sursly

. It is a point in tins, Be. hkad been JJ*

and when gquxstioned,

the ade of twenty. So
istian. But if a man
n converted, he will Know
ecision for Christ. It

s Covane. ; —— . Wf
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walking to hell, his back was to God, and he turned. He turned his 49 Wﬂﬂ
back to hell and the devil anil faced the Lord Jehovah. That turning

in conversicn., A1l thru the life of ths thisf on the cross, he had not
known Cod. Now in the 2leventh hour and fifty-rinth minute, he turns

and says, Jssus, rewsmber me when thou comest into EEX*Eandom.
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fhat morning ths malefactor was oas of ths
Lani, Rarrabas, ths worst, 2s3c2p2d his oun
agtrel of Jhrist. And thes: two thisves wre

the worst crimiaals that 2oulld bz founi.t>
R\\\\ani disgracs hin., That moraiag hs wa
Roman counrt; that 2avsning he was 2 vz
of 3Fod. _
It paid him wall S0 h3 zrusifisi

nis punishimzat as 1id Rarvabas, ov had hz be

floggzd, had they dons anythiad with him bu

S5
'

have bz2a a lo t man. Siace, however ne was
soul. Hes was, tnc first mead Christian, and
Ohrist's part tnat 1ay. Oying he lived. Psr
4a31 what Fo0od nhas dons3, 391 csn 45 agaia.
But, rsmembar only oa2 thisf was

The on2s @an took ths opporiunity that was o
ooportunity. Hz never had onz befors, aal ¢
havs on = again. It was his oaly chancs. Aa
Tt w23 the othsr wman's enly cnancs t¢o, but

lost. You too san bz savsd; you too c2an b2 1ast.-'
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ishmsnt thru the Jews!
ths as2xt worse to Barrabsas,
53 jt asids of Jesus

Ehat day. Had he ‘330202
za put in orisoa or

t crucify him, he would
crucifiz=di, he was a saved
the only one who took
ishiang he was savaid.

savaed., Thz othsr was lost.
ffered. It was his only

arbzaialy he would nevar

1 nhe wade the most of it.

s o2 %&iﬁ by, ag% wESs

he iay of ;@1vat10n, now
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Ths ourposz of ths church ia 2sretaialy to save sinansrs 23 much
33 1o lns@ruct saints. It is a witasys in 3 world of sin, If
th2 chareh of Carist lods aot tell tha story of redswption, it
N%l] noh b2 told. Thrist 1idn't s20d and2ls fo preach the gosopsl,
but sianzprs wno hal besa soaverted,
! At the Veluatear hall, not 3 wszk 3023 by without som
ﬁar%oa cowians to ths 2ltar, anid accspiing Christ as a Saviour.
Bvary w3k thsrz i3 at lsast one coavari,
Bethal Church, T am 2fraid, caa poiat to ao such record,
Is this church derelict iniits daty? ¥=2 wust proclaic tha Jospsl and
try to savs sinasrs. Thseafors T givs the ¢311l, Who will accspt
Christ? Whs will d¢ a3 ths dyias $his?? #ao will a aco3ob salvation
undzr thz plool’of Jasus?
' Thers i3 2 fountain £illsl sith blocd
Drawn from Immaausls vaias,
Ani siansrs-olung? ‘anaatﬁ that flood
Tosz 2ll thsir guiliy stains.
The dyiang thisf rzjoic=zi to s=22
Trhat fountaia in hios 1ay, - N
And so may w3, tho vils as hs, )
Wash all our sias away.
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