
A L WAY S EVE R Y W HER E 

Ps.18~ 1~1S Aots ~7 24~2e 

Text. Phil., 4s6 

A man oneed asked ~ small 

boy where God was. I wi~l give you ~n0orange, he said if oyu 

wil~ tell me where God is. The boy thought a moment and then 

repl~ed, Well I wilL give you two if you tell me "~ere ie isntt. 

And that remindes me of a oateohism question that I learned 

w hen I was i nth e . p rim a r y de]?a r t men t 0 f 0 u r Sun day soh 0 0 1 • I t 

asked, Where is God? And the answer was, God is everywhere. 

So with thzt thought inmmind, I take as a text Phi!: ... 4s6. liThe 

Lord is at hand." For thwt is just \'Ih.lt the text means. The Lord 

is n ear I h' cis by 0 u r s i (1 e , T h s' Lor dis .'t han d • 

NOli: the Jeouliar thing about 'his text is that it is 

true no m3·,ttel' where and mo mattel' when you say it. The Lord is 

at hand, From Green1e.nd~s ioy mountains 

To India's ooral strand, 

the presenoe of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Ghl'ist ia a glJcrious reality .. To s t'Bit e 

it phi~oso~hioally we say, God is everywhere. To put it so that 

it means something to us ~ersonallYI we repeat, The Lord is at 

he. nd. 

But is it not a rather wondel'ful thing that lo! person 

can be in all ~leces lo~ the Same time. With us it is not so. 

We a l'S' now ~ ere i n 0 h u r 0 h, a :n d w,h i 1 .. her ewe 0 ann 0 t be i n 0 u r 

homes. Inoidentally, when we stay .t home, or go somewhere else 

we oannot be ~n ohuroh. It is a g od thing to remember this on 

Sunday evening. We oannot be in two ];:laoes at one time. Yet 

God is 1 tV e r y \'1 her e. W hat rea 0 t ion Ii 0 you h a vet 0 t h. t tho ugh t 1: 

C e r t a i n 1 y hem u s t b e lo g r e z ·t God. Well, h e i sag rea t God. 

You see this pu.Jpit here, ma.de of good wood in a sui5table 9.ty1e. 

Now if. I give ths. neceS3:e.ry wood, th)( right quantity B.nd the 

right qU8.1lity, to .5 skiillful worker, he. oan make ~nother pulpit 

quite like this ona •• But he could not make the. w.cod. Or take 

this 9:ilver pencil. A competent silversmith, if I gave him the 

silver, eQuld mzk)i e. Ierfeet imite."l;ion of this pencil. But he 

o'Quld not make the silver. But this great God, who" is: Al;'I';ays 

Every.here, he. oan make the wood itself, he can make the silver 

Tef: -1-!:- is 



[He it is thl:t made the man who worl(s in the wood or 

As it is said by John the Beloved (f OU1' Lord, "A·ll things 

were made by hili and without him was not (\nything made thz't was 

made. 1I Not only did he make the IV ood llnd the Silver,,,boFb it 

il) he th~st hath made us and not we ourselves. By his fiat 

he' brought the ~orld into being. By the word of his power were 

the heavens made and all that is therein. To-night, if it is 

c.lear, look up to the: skies. See those twinkling light3: of the 

oelestia.l sphere, .. Try to remember any facts ycu ma!y have heard 

about them. Recall their imme.iity. One of them ~puld stretch 

from the sun past the earth and as far again in the· othe('!.~ direoti!pn. 

Then think of the far greater interste,llar distsnoes. If you 

00,1Ild travecj .s:round the' earth seven l.:nd )oil half times a. seoond, 

it would take Y1lU hundrends of years to reaoh some of the stars 

you see. Cons ider the mathematical aocureoJr 'flith ·.hioh they 

sw±:ng a.rQund in their orbits, pomder on their glcry lind striKe 

to rea,lize the meaning of liThe heavens deolare the glory 0' 
God, a.nd thlt firml.ment showetn his handywork." 

God is everywherel: H"w oan we e·soape tha·t oono>Jusion. 

Perm i t me tot a k3' you in i mag ina t i on t 0 a. fa l' of f 0 0 u n try, 

e trip t, fairy la.ad. We will orOJ:s high maounta.ins, (\·!nd wide 

seaS. We will travel over vast phdns and burning deserts. At 

last we opme to 9.: parlaci .. l residenoe. As '/I:e walk up the steps 

the m a:>:s i ve b ron zed 0 0 r sop e n b e f 0 l' e us. We ant e l' • N 0 0 n e i s 
• 

in I'ight. The dwelling is uninhabited. As we go from room to 

room other doors, moved by 6'nvisible hands open lind olose. 

'''1 finally )·'ome to a room where a dinner is set before us. As 

we fininh one oourse, the dishes llre taken away and the next 

oourse is brought tc us. MU1.:io is in th" air .• And yet we see 

noon e • But you .0 u 1 d 3:a y toy 0 U r s elf, the l' emu s t be so me 0 a. use 

for alJl this. You might say, why this i3: al hsunt31d house. 

Very well, 011.11 it ha.uhted. But look a.t this world 

in whioh we live. See our earth, the m09n z~d planets roll 'round 

the J:un in meohanica1 .Dre;oisi.Qn. Look, IIhe world is haunted, 

yes sinoe we are going to use thHt term, the \fOl'ld is haunted 

by the i Etel'nal Spil'it of God. In the far off Pleiades, and right 

in t his roo m, eve r y w her eGo dis .)1' e sen t. The Lord is at ha. n d f 



There are, thdlse ho.wever who., while they oan say 

Gad fa everywhere, oanno.t say he Lo.rd is at h~nd. They seem 

to understand the generall statement o.f God's o.mnipresenoe, 

but fail to. understand no.matimas tha par.tioular oase o..f The 

'Lo.rd is at h~nd. They will agree with you philo.so.phioally, 

but a. :r3' a p par en t 1 y un iii b 1 ate a I pi Y the i l' P l' inc i pia s p l' a 0 tic a 11 y .. 

They ~.e like all men who., knowing they are going to. die, 

deliberately refuse to. believe it. ShalJl we n.t attem~t to. de· 

better thll'n that .• Let un see if we cannet understand thi's phrase 

o.f Paul's, The Lo.rd is at h.-nd. It simply means th.t tbe Lerd 

Jesus ahril)t is near us, by o.ur sides, at h.&n:ci:. Immedisltely. then 

the Christian. fe,als the inspiro.tion cf the Mas;er's presenoe. 

When we 0. o.me to. realize that Qur Lcrd is '&:t helnd, hew differently· 

we will act. 

Suppese we begin right n~w to. apply this truth to. 

purselves. The Lo.rd is at hand. We~l, where are we? We are right 

here in this ohuroh. Then he tee is here with us. Recall the 

wo.rds he spo.ke while he was here amcng men. Where two. er three ~~e 

gathered to.gether inmy name the~e am I in the midst ef them. We 

oall this 8. ohuroh, the ho.use ef God. And khile Ged is everywhere 

in his essenoe, he is present in his sanotuary in an espeois:l 

manner. Wherever peeple gather tegether to. wershr~ him there he 

is with them in a peculiar ma.nner. This speoh.l tresenc6 means 

that Ged is especiall wieling to. hear and to. answer cur prayers, 

especially willing to. aooept o.ur praise and wership. Net th~'lt 

he is 1.1ny less willing to. hear cur private devoti.ons, net that 

hew ant s "'.:n y Ie sse u r s e 0 l' e t sup pi i 0 a t io n s, but t hI;!, tin add i tic n 

to these he has required us net to forsake the assembling o~ 

ourselves to.gether to. wership him~ 

It m?~kes nj) differe.noe whether it is on the he1.!therd 

hi·lls of Scethsnd, or in the cataoombS! cf Ro.me~ or in the 

magnifioent oathedrals of Fra.noe and Italy. It makes ne differenoe 

N':hether there ar$, gatherd to.gether two. 0.1' three, 0.1' tlfo '0.1' three 

theusand, there he is ~n the midst of them. And beoause- this 

eVening 16~:t;lIis:xJli:s:s:s: God the Father, JeJ:us Christ the Son and 

the Holy Ghost, is in this room and present ~( this servioe, 

should we net be very reverent in the presenoe of the Triune 

God. 

There is an older miBister in this oity whom I admire 



very muoh. And while I \lolm very rea.dy to listen to the advioe 

of a.ny one who oan help me in the ministry, I was especia.lly 

pleased to listen to wh\,t this mwn had to s:;ay. He himself had 

gotten this .siece of advice from an old minister in Scotland 

nd. was .:a.ssfng it on to me. It is good advice for lol,young 

lreaoher, but 1 think Hlso that it is. not out of plaoe in the 

minds of the the oongregation. For it has its mbssage for 

pulpit 1tlnd pew alike. So the minister told me, Alwys remember 

'hat The King is in the Audienoel 

Yet when this service will be ended and we go to our 

homes, we do not leave the King behind in the auditorium. We 

leave the house of worship but we do not go out of GQd's presenoe. 

He is alwa.ys at hGlnd. God is alw:.!ys everJBhere. Just as surely as 

he in with u:s: noVl, so surely is he with u:~-in our everyday life .• 

And we will do well to be rvverent then as well. To remember 

then thtt the Lord is a.t ha.nd wila be a. great ~nd good influence 

in our lives. 

One summer morning, a wealthy family in their summer 

residence, arose to find that thru the night the hous~ ha.d been 

ransaked by thieves. Thins were topsy-turvy. The table that stood 

in the middle of the living room downstail's ,!hd been pushed 

to the wa))! for the evident purpose of depositing in the middle 

of the floor all the booty that was being oolleoted from the 

different parts of the house. There they assembled their loot 

to pack perhaps before they made the·il' expeditious get-away. 

But th\lot was nkt so stra.nge. What was strange was tha.t a pivture 

on the wall had been turned about so tha.t only the baok was 

se en. And as we turn the pioture faoe a.bout there is revealed 

that ex.uisite figure of Guido's Eoce Home. It would seem 

tha.t the burglar while at his If·:ork had been arrested by that face 

and found it impossible to go on as long as Ohrist was looking 

at him. So he turned the faoe of Ohris.t to the wall. 

How foolish it was to think that by turning a pioture 

to the flall he oould shut ths. eys, of the a.ll seel'ng God. And we 

are no less reprehensible if we figuratively effaoe the picture 

of Ohrist from our oonsoienoe that we may more oomfortably 

oontinue to do khat we shQmld not do. 

Some of you may know a mHn~ or at least you oan e\lsily 

imagine ~ne who will send a ohild out of his sight that he 

may do some wrong- j,st as if the eye of the ohild were more 

terrible ~han that of him who aitteth in the heavens. If you 

·~i \l. J .. 



must sin, if you must do what is wrong, if you want to do that 

whioh you want no one to see, then take the advioe of Jeremy 

Taylor. "Retire y.urself wisely and go where God oannot see, 

for nowhere else will you be safe." 

Some missionaries were teaohing the natives of South 

Am.rioa this lesson, that the Lord is at hind ~nd oan see and 

know all thJ,:t is: done. They listened and at lenght made reply 

thru ~: spokesman. W" do not ohoose your God, they said .• We do 

Itot want suoh a. s:hap-sighted God. We prefer to roam about our 

forests free from zny suoh observation. It is sad, they had 

n. real ohoioe. Their only ohoioe was whether they would aoknowledge 

the living and true God a.ni· do his wiibl, or 'll'hether they would 

o ontinue t disobey him. Und that too is the only ohoioe that we 

oan make. 

God is in our everyday life whether we want him there 

or not. He observes our &oings out ana our oomings in. We may 

know or we may not know that he is there, but nevertheless he is 

at hand. Permit an iloustrat40n. 

Go baok ~n your memories a few year~ if you please to 

the time that you sat in thJ.:t sohool rOQII under the teauher 

whom you either loved or ha.ted. Re-'oall all your playmates., Mnny 

pleasnat soenes will flash into your minds and maybe some that 

are not no Ileasant. Well, do youz remember one day, the 

teaoher went out of the room. And how did the pupilS, behave. 

The boys begun to thro'li ohalk J,:nd bang board-rubbers, around. 

The girls, well I am not quite so familiar with what the girls 

do on suoh ooo~si~ns. At any rate there was general disorder. 

Then in the midst of the n~i8e and oonfusi~n the teaoher entered 

ltuietly and stood by the door l unobserved but observing. Then 

just as one boy io a.bout to hea.ve a board-rubber olean aoross 

the room, he oatohes a glimpse of something in the oorner of 

his eye. His arm half drops I he edges over to his seat, looks 

ve r y f 0 0 1 ish, sit s' dow n 30 !n d beg ins t 0 stu I y. An 0 the r boy see s 

him !I.!n d w on d e r s i f h e iss i 0 k I !to n d by i n t u i t i a: n 1 0 oks a r 0 u n d 

t. ( see i f the. e i s are a son. H e see s the rea s 011 S tan din gin 

the doorway looking on~ He too ~hen edges tohis seat, he too 

looks very foolish, sits dORn and begins to study. 

Well the sehool of whioh I am speaking is thRe 

world we .live in. That sohool is this chiLroh. And we are the 

pupils. God is near-by, at the door so to speak, watohing us. 



Some of us know that he is watohing, some of love him snd are 

trying ot do his will. Others do not know and are not trying. 

They are still shooting the spitballs of sin snd hurling the 

board-rubbers of orime. 

Whioh are you doing? Do you know thut the Lord is 

h!l:nd. Or ha ve you not yet found it out? Have ;ou S t9.:r te d 

studying your 1 eJ:s 0 n s, cr are you still throwing ohalk? 

The Lord is at ha nd. To the hhalk-thrower this is 

a fearful statement. It fills him'l'lith terror. It is a most 

disa.:greable s:tatement, for it means being kept after sohool .• 

at 

But to the one who is studying, to the Ohristian, the statement 

brings overflowing inspiration. It brings oonsolation in trouble, 

it make happiness sweeter. The Lord i3: at hand. With t~is t~ought 

the oommon tasks of life, shine with a new glory beoause he is 

by our side. The mother, sewing buttons on the boys ooat or 

w~ :s h i n g the sup per dis he s, the fat her s w eat i n 11. i nth e s hop 0 f 

oonfined to the offioe, knowing the Lord is at hand almost begins 

to se~ God. We almost begin to see God in the Gommon tasks of 

life. 

There was a boy about twelve yeaes old who wanted to 

s~·,e God .• Ons day he asked his father if anyoae oould see God. 

The father was perha ps not as sensitive as the shy son and 

gruffly _nswered, No. This hurt the lad, but he sa.U. nothing .• 

He went out to the fields and the woods, ~(r they lived in the 

oountry, and watohed the flowers and the birsd, and thought that 

the God that made them a·1l ought to be SHen somewhere .• S c he 

longed ~9"see God. One day the family was to h~~e the minister 

to dinner. Now thought the bpy, here is my opportunity. Sure 

eno:ugh, zfter dinner the minister h~ld a few moments by hilllself 

in the parlor. The y,,(';ngster oreptauietly and res peotfully in \l 

and asked, 6ir, Oan we see God? The· nan 9.'nsweeed with a verse 

of Soripture, No m~ln ).lan see God and llive. This hurt the boy 

e x 0 ) Ie din g 1 y. His f 0 n dl .s. tho pew ass hat t ere d. Howe n t \ ~ g a i n t 0 . 
the woo d s ~:n d 0 r i ed, for his dis a p po i n t men twa s g rea t • 

Not ,long after, tho boy fell in with a fisherman 

who fished in the river whioh ran by not so far from the h~use. 

And many .~n "f-ter noon he spellt with th~, old. man in his boat 

on the river. The parents were somewhat solioitous a.bout their 

hhild 1 s welfare, they w'2nted to kno"//' 'Rhlo:t kind of a m~:n their 
~; " .' 
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boy wa~ assooiatigg with. I. is well that parents should know 

i' 
this, tho it has be'en oha.rged r.eoently that the par;),nts h}lve 

been negligent in their duties. These larents asked the boy 

wh~~ sort of a man this f~sherma.n was. What does he talk about? 

Well, said the boy, He doe~n't talk muoh at a~l. But sometimes 

at sunset, \lfter he has pulled in the lines. and we are just 

drifting, I've seen a tear triokle down his faoe as he watohes 

the sun go down. Thd Jarents evidently thought the mas was all 

right, for the boy oontinued to go with the old fisherman. 

One afternoon, when the lines had been pulled in ~nd 

the y we res imp 1 y d r i f tin g, the b 0 ~ ;.: was w a to h i n g the old ma n as 

he gazed into the low desending sun. He trembled 'l! moment, he 

heeit.zted. Should he or s.hould he not? Then suddenly spurring 

up his oour~ge, he leaned forward and earnestly asked the man, 

3:1r, I promised myself never to ask this question of anYone 

again, but will you tell me please, oan you see God? The old 

man sat as if he had not heard. His eyes we~~ fixed on that ball 

o~~golde as it sank beneath the western horizon. The boy 

lEland forward ag\dn, and more earn~,stly~:sked, Tell me Sir, oan 

you see God. But the cld amn never moved a musole. Intent on 

the flaming fire as it was being extinguished by the advanoing 

evening, he sat still and gave no sign that that the b'y had 

spoke •• Then the third time, Tell me please, said the .boy and 

he shook the old m\ln by the sleeve, te,ll me, oan you see God? 

And slowly, as a tear began to triokle down the faoe 

lighted by the last rays of the departing day, slowly he replied, 

Sonny, it's gettin' so I oan't see anything else. 
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Two oran~es - Prim. C8t~ j .. P~~i·4:~ - true everywhere 
fr Gr.. e.e to India phillCat' pers= L at band. 

Rather wonderful tr=~1-~at. woo1-sil v~r Creator In.l::3 
" 

The heavens declarethe glory of God;, :, " 

~~d everywhere, bow escapeconclu. hauntej house Wo~ld 
Pleiades - here Lord at hand 

philos vs practically. men kno will ~ie :none believes it 
let us understand better ~§, at hand 

inspir.. to Xn .apply 

Here in ch Matt.18: 20 .fI'''> especially 'Present 
cab.cmhs Ri)'B, l1ill:~ :;;~;;. 'j~,th fi'l~, Tt?.lv ~.):):)-;-3J:)G.) S 

Kin~ in auii;'3t1ce. 9.t h3:nd. ...... t$.v~reat J-' 

Evaryla.y life. .I. • our a(hlOnS 

:\I:an:its~ rd.s b:)y ;:J,li::.,V :J'tiJ.:~ h.~ si. ;13 '1'aylo r.': 

8~tir~ v~u~a~lf ~i3aly ~nl JO ~h8r3 30i cannot 

School Roo~ world - ch the room 
do you know L at Hand, or still throwin~ chalk? 

terrible consolin~ In common duties we 
be~in to see God 
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o Lori God" and Heavarily Fathan, thou art 
a God at hand and nat a Goi.~fan off. Cl~ any man 
hida htmsalf ,in the secret places that ,r shall.B0t 

SUo .. ~ him 3ai ththe Lori. D·) r not- fill heaven and earth? 
8 Lord thou art ~ver nasc. If I, take the wings of the 
mornin~ and dwell i~ the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shatl thy hani lead ffieand thy ri~ht hand 
shall holi ma. 

~e thank thee 0 Lord for tbis ,thy guiding 
a.oj protecting prasdnca. Y:3t not 'only for thy all 
pervading essence but ~lso for thineindwellia~ presence 
do we praise thea. We rejotce that thou thru the Holy 
Spirit dost form Christ in us and thu3.we are filled 

,in all the fulness of Gal. But ~ho caa.comprehend 
thy teaohings. Fot' thou al"t God •. To thee be glory 
and iomiaion for ever ani aver • 

.. u.. 
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How aimiab13 ara the tabsrnaolss, 0 Lord God of 
Hosts. This ,is our prayer of rejoioing as we ooma 
baror! Thee to offer our worsbip. We exolaim with the 
Ps~lmistthat ,8 day ,in thy courts is batter thana 
thousand any~bare else. ,All thru the waak do we look 
forw~ri to the assembling of oursalvas together ,in 
thy name. 

To bow down bafore ,thea, to hear the praaoh~1 
word,to sing thy praises, ,to be in the con~re~ation 
of Christiana ,is joy indeed. Day of all the w~ek the 
blest, Emblem of eternal rast,- if heavenia an 
aternlty of perfeot Sabbaths, how happy are they ,who 
hava preceded us there ani how ~loriouBly contsnt 
:will W9 be in our evarla~tin~ rest. 

We ~ive thea tha~ks for ,all thin~s, the worship 
of the LordtsDay and the eternal rest of which ,it is 
the emblem. Then, ha~in~ given thanks, we pray, as 
directed by the apostle, for kin~s and for all who 
~rein authovlty, that we may lead a quiet ani peaoeable 
life in all godliness .and honesty. JLord, the more 
we read of international affairs, the more we see the 
naed of th, direotin~ influence. 

And next, beoause it ,is so near an1 dear to us, 
we pray for the welfare of this church. Strenghben 
the pastor iin his labors, ani aricouraga the people 
thru joy and sorrow. Pour down a bounteous blessin~ 
on this congre~ation. Thou art aver Hilling to bless. 
Bleas us then, we ask thee, ,in Christ's name, 

Amen. 
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