AL WATYS EVERYWHTETRE.

Ps.189 118 Aots 17 24428
Texts Phily 4:56

A maen onced asked 3 small
boy where God was, I witl give you sncoorangde, he said if oyu
wi%l tell me whaeare God is. The boy thought a mement and then
replied, Well I wild give you two if you tell mé #:here je isn't,
And that remindes me of a ocatechism questien that I learned
when I was 4in the: primary deparfment of our Sunday school, It
asked, Where is God? And +the answer wes, God is everywhere.,
S0 with thzt thought inmmind, I take as a text Phill, #3165, "The
Lord is at hand," Por thwt is just whitt the text means, The Lord
is near, h:¢ ig by our side, The Lord is =»+tv hand,

Now: the jeculiar thing about Bhis text is that it is
true no nmzvtter where and mo matter when you say it, The Lord is
¢t hand, FProm Breenlandds icy mountains

To India's ooral strangd,
the prresence of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ ia a g@lcrious reality. To state
it philosophicelly we say, Qod is everywhere. To put it so that
it means something to us personally, we repegt, The Lord i=s ;t
hand.

But is it not a2 rather wonderful +thing that 3: person
can be in all .places a3t tﬁe same time., With us it is not soe.

We ars now Here in ohuroh, amd whil - here we ocannot be in our
homes. Inoidentally, when we stay &%t home, or go somewhere else
we cannot be 4¥n ohurohs, It is a g od thing to remember this on
Bunday evening. We cannot be in two rlaces at one time. Yot

God is 3werywhere, What reaotion &0 you have to thst thought®
Certeinly he must be 3 grezt God, Well, he is a great @Goad.

You see this pu:lpit here, made of good wood in & suftable style.,
Now if I give th3 necessiary wood, thyi right quantity end +the
right qualaity, to & skidlful worker, hos' ocan make another pulpit
quite like this one,, But he could not make the: w, cod, Or take
this g:ilver pencil, A competent silversmith, 4f I gave him the
silver, could mgkii a jerfeot imitation of this pencil, But he
could not make the silver, But this great God, who 4is: Always
Everywhere, hs: oan make the wood itself, he can make the silver
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[He it is thiy:t made the man who works in the wood or the silver.]

Ag it ie said by John the Beloved «(f ourvLord, "411 things
were made by hip wnd without him was not anything mede thz't was

et it
113 he th:zt hath made us and not we ourselves, By his fiat

nades” Not enly did he make the w cod »nd the silver,

he: brought the world into being, By the word of his power were
the heavens made and all that is therein, Toenight, if it is
c:lear, look up to the skies., See those twinkling lights: of the
celestial srhere.. Try to remember gny faots yeu may have hesard
about thome Recall their immenéity. One of them wopuld stretoh
from the sun past the earth and as far again in the othexr diresoctipn,
Then think of the far greater interstellar distances, If you
oomld traved mround the: earth seven amd A half times a second,
it would take ynu hundrends of years to reaoh some of the gtars
you seso, Consider the mathematical acourecy viith which they
swing around in theitr orbits, pomder omn their gl«ry »mnd strime
Yo rea-lizce khe meaning of "The heavens deoclare the gdlory of
God, and thy« firmament showetn his hendywork,"

God is everywherel: Hew oan we oscape that ooncrsion,
Pormit me to take: you in imagination to a far off ocountry,
& trip t, fairy lamd, We will oroi:s high maountains, amnd wide
seas, We will travel over vast plaiins and burning deserts. At
last we opme to a: pidaociw)l residence. As we walk up the steps
the mamsine bronze doors open before us, We mnter, No one is
in 154 ghts, The dwelling is uninhabited, As we go from room to
room other doors, moved by #Anvisible hands open wnd d3lose,
T3¢ £inally rome to & reocom where a dinrner is set before us, As
we findish one oourse, the dishes 3:re taken away and the next
course is brought tc¢ uss Mus:io is in the ailr. 4nd yet we see
no one, But you would siay to yourself, there must be some ocause
for a)ll this, You might say, why this i3: & hgunts@d house,

Very well, o0all it haubted., But look at this world
in whioh we live, See our earth, the moon znd planets rell 'round
the 3;un in mechanical .yreoisiqn, Look, hhe world is haunted,
yes sinoe we are going to use thist term, the world is haunted
by the: Bternal Spirit of God, In the far off Pleiades, and right

in this room, everywhere God is .j)jresent., The Lord is at+ handl




There ars thése however who, while they can say
@338 %4 everywhere, cannot say he Lord is at hwnd, They seen
to understand the generall statement of Gdd's omnipresence,
but fail to understand scometimes the partioular oase of The
'Lord is at hende. They will agree with you philosophically,
but ars apparently uneble to & yply their primciples praotioally.
They aee like 3ll men who, knowing they are going te &ie,
deliberately refuse to believe it., 8Shall we nébt attempt to do’
better thmn thet. Let ui? see if we oannot unders tand this phrase
of Paul's, The Lord is at hand, It sinmply means th=t thy« Lord
Jesus Ohriist is near us, by our sides, at henmd, Immedis:tely +then
the Christian feels the inspirotion of the Masper's presence.,
When we come to realize that our Lord is =t hmnd, hov differehthh
we will aot.

SBuppose we begin right now to apply this truth +to
purselves, The Lord is &t hegnd, Wedl, where are we? We are right
here in this ochurch, Then he too is here with ua. Recall %the
words he spoke while he was here among men. Where two or three awre
gathered together inmy name theee am I in the midst of them. We
call this a: echurch, the house of God, And #hile God is everywhere
in his egsenoce, he is present in his sanotuesry in an espeocis:l
nanner, Wherever people gather togother to worship him there he
is with them in a peoculisr manner, This special rresence means
thet God is especiall wioling to hear and to answer our prayers,
especia:lly willing to acocept our praise and worship. Not thw:t
he is amy less willing to hear our private devotioens, not that
he wants amy less our secret supjlioationa, but that in addition
to these he has reguired us not to forsake the assembling of
ourselves together to worship hin.,

It makes nb difference whether it is on the hez:therd
hills of BScotlwnd, or in the catacomba of Rome, or inm the
ma gnificent cathedrals of France ivnd Italy., It makes no difference
#hether there ars gatherd together two or three, or two or three

thousand, there he is in the midst of thenm, And because- this
evening EFixkhixzxxptxax God the Father, Jei:us Christ the Son and
the Holy Ghost, is in this room and present ¢ this service,
should we not be very reverent in the presence of the Triune

God.

There is an older mimister in this oity whom I admire



very muoch, And while I am very ready tc listen to the adbice
of any one who oan help me in the ministry, I wes espeocially
pleased to listen to whist this mwn had to «ay. He himself had
gotten this .piece of advice from an o0ld minister in Scotland
nd was .essfng it on %o me, It is good advice for 3: young
.jreacher, but I think wilso that it i3 not out of place in the
minds of the the oecongregation. For it has ite nlwesage for
pulpit »md pew alike, So the minister told me, Aluys remsubdber
khat The Eing is' in the Audience! _

Yet when this service will be ended and we geo to our
homesg, we do not leave the King behind in the auditorium, Ve
leave the house of worship but we do not go out of'God's presenoce.,
He is always at hwnd, God is alwyys everphere. Juat as surely as
he i1y with us: now, so surely is he with w=x"in our everyday life.
And we widl 40 well to be reverent then as well, To remember
then th4&4t the Lord is at hand wi2l be a great end good influence
in our lives, '

One summer morning, & wealthy family in their summer
residence, arose to f£ind that thru the night the house had been
ransaked by thieves, Thins were topsy-turvy., The table thet stoed
in the middle of the living room downatairs yhd been pushed
to the warll for the evident purpose of depoasiting in the middle
of the floor all the booty that was being ocollected from the

ldifferent parte of the house. There they assembled their loot

to paok rerhsps before they mede thedir expeditious get~cway.

But that was nkt so strange, What was strange was thet a piwture
on the wall had been turned about so that only the baock wes

seens, And ag we turn the pioture faoe about there is revealed
that exguisite figure of Guido'!s Eoce Eome. It would seen

that the burglar while at his viork had been arrested by that faoce
and found it impossible to go on as long as Christ was looking

st him, Bo he turned the faoce of Ohriat‘to the wall,

How foolish it was to thknk that by turning a picture
to the riall he oould shut the: eys: of the all seeing God, And we
are no less repréehensible if we figuratively ef£face the piecture
of Christ from our conscienoe that we may more oomfortably
continue to do Hhat we shomld not do.

Some‘of You may know a mvin, or at least you ocan ersily
inagine one who will send a ohild out of his sight that he
may do some wronge- jEst as if the eye qf the ohild were more

terrible than that of hin who =itteth in the heavens, If you

AR




nust sin, 4f you must do whaet is wrong, if you want to do +that

whioh you want no one to see, then take the advice of Jeremy
Taylor. "TRetire yeurself wisely and go where God oannot see,
for nowhere else will you be Qafa."

Some missionariss were teaohing the natives of South
America this lesson, that the Lord is at h&nd and can see and
know all thi:t 43: done. They listened and at lenght made reply
“thru 3! spokesman, W« do not ohoose your God, they said. We do
pot want suoh & shapesighted God. We prefer to roam about our
foreats free f£rom zny suoh observivtion, It is sad, they had
neg real choice, Their only ohocioce was whether they would aoknowledge

the living and true God :vnd. do his widl, or #hether they would
oonﬁinue 4+ disobey him, \ind that too is the only ochoioe that we
can nake.

God 48 in our everyday life whether we want him there
or not. He observes our goings out and our oonings in, We may
know or we may not know that he is there, but nevertheless he 1is
at hand, Permit an iloustration,

- .Go back in your memoriss a few yearg 3if you please to
the time that you sat iﬁ +that sohodl roon under the teabher
whonm you either loved or hated, Reoall ell your playmetes, Msny
pléasnat scenes will flash into your minds and maybe some that
ars not Il rle#sant. Well, do your reumember one day, the
teacher went ouf of the room, And how did the pupils: behave,
The boys begwn to throw ohalk 3md bang board-rubbers around.
The girls, well I am not quite so familiar with what the girls
do on such occasions, At any rate there was general disorder.
Then in the midst of the noise and oconfusion the teacher entered
ttuletly and stood by the door, unobserved but observing, Then
just as one boy 11> about to heave a boarderubber oléan eaoross
the room, he oatoches a glimpse of something in the cormner of
his eye. His: arm half drops, he edges over to his seat, looks
very foolish, sits down amd begins to stufy. Another boy sees

him amnd wonders if he is siok, and by intuitian looks around

t,« see if thewve is & reason, He sees the reason standing 4in
the doorway looking on, He too then edges tohis seat, he too
looks very foolish, sits domn and begind to study.

Hell the school of whiech I am speaking is thme
world we i1live in. Thaet sohool is +this ohbroh. And we are the
pupils, God is neasr-by, at the door so to mpeak, watohing us,




Some of us know that he is watohing, some of leve him znd are

~trying ot do his will, Others do not know and are not trying,

They are s8till shocoting the spitballs of sin snd hurling the
boarderubbers of orime.

Which are you doing? Do you know thyt the Lord ig at
hamd, Or have you not yst found it out? Have $ou sta:rted
studying your lesisons, c¢r are you still throwing ohalk?

The Lord is at hand, To the hhalke-thrower this is
a fearful statement., It £11lls hin viith terrore. It is a most
disagreable s tatement, for it means being kept after sohool.,

But to the one who is studying, to the Christian, the statement
brings overflowing inspiration. It brings consolation in ¢troudles,
14+ make harpiness sweeter. The Lord i3: at hand, With tkis thiought
the oommon‘taaks of life shine with a new glory because he is

by our side, The mothei, sewing buttons on the boys ocoat or
washing the supper dishes, the father sweating in the shop o#f
oonfined to the offioe, knowing the Lord is at hand almosgst begins
0 ses God., We almost bogin to see God in the ocommon taesks of
1ife.

There was & bpy about vwelve yeaws o0ld who wanted to
83.0 Gga, One day he asked his father if anyome oould see God.,
The father was perhayrs net as sehsitive as the shy son and
gruffly snswered, No, This hurt the lad, but he sail« nothing.
He went out to the f£ields and the woods, £« they 1iv§d in the
ocoountry, and watched the flowers and the birsd, and thought that

the God that made them all eught to be ss3em somewhere, Sc¢ he
longed t9 see God., One dey the femily was to have the minister
to dinner., Now thought the bpy, here is my opportunity, Sure
enough, zfter dinner the minister hi:d a few moments by himsel?
in the parlor. The y.cngster orept auietly and respectfully in s
and asked, 8ir, Can we see God? The  ran answered with & verse
of Soripture, No mim 3an see @o0d and 'Iive, This hurt the boy
exorwedingly. His fondsst hope was shattersd, He went .ggain to
the woods amd oried, for his disappointment was gréat.

Not :long after, the boy f£ell in with e fisherman
who f£ished in the vriver whioh ran by nof 8o far £fromthe hpuse,
And many @n after noon he spemt with ths. 0ld man 4in hés boat
on the river, The parents were somewhat solicitous about their

hhild's welfare, they w.ented to know wha:it kind of a mim the#r




boy waw assoolatigg with, I; is well that parents =mhould know
this, tho it has bsen ohargé& recently that the parsmnts hi:ve
been negligent in their dgtiee. These jarents asked the boy
what sort of a man this ffaherman was, What does he talk about?
Well, said the boy, He doesn't talk much et ail, But sometimes
at sunset, ufter.he has pulled in the lines and we are just
drifting, I've seen a tear triokle domn hie faoce as he watohes
the sun go downe. Thd jrarents evidently thought the mas was all
right, for the boy oonbtinued to go with the old fisherman.

One afternoon, when the lines had been pulled 4n and
they were sinply drifting, the bopiwas wetohing the old man as
he gazed into the low desending sun. He trembled 3: moment, he
hegit zted, Should he or should be not? Then suddenly spurring
up his ocourage, he lesaned forward and earnestly asked the man,
34r, I rromised myself never to ask thés gquestion of anyoene
again, but wilk you teil me please, ocan you see @od? The o0ld
men gat as 1if he had not heard, His eyes were fixed on thet ball
of:golde as it sank beneath the western horizen., The boy
leand forward asgein, and moré earns:stly assked, Tell me sir, oan
you see God, But the ¢l1d amn never moved a musocle, Intent eon
the flaming fire as it wes being extinguished by the advancing
evening, he sat 8till and gave no sign that that the béy had
spokem, Then the third time, Tell me please, said the boy and
he shook the old mvin by the sleebe, tell me, ocan you see God?

‘And slowly, as & tear began to triokle down +the faoe
lighted by the last rays of the departing dey, slowly he replied,
Sonny, it's gettin' so I can't see anything else.
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P 139:-13 ALWAYS) EVERYWRERE |  defs 17:24~2-§
g i

Two orandes - Prim. Catd :Z,Phji‘4:5 - true everywhere
fr Gr...to India phil#}Cat * pers= L at hand.

Ragher,wonderful ¥ g}eatf woo4=gilvsr Creator Jn.1:3
The heavens declarethe glory of God , :, .,

ébd everywhere, how escape .conclu., haunted bouss World
' Pileisdes - here GLord at bhand

philos vs practically. nmen kno will die :none beliesves it
let us understand better Jesus at hand
inspir. to Xn .apply

. . ~> . .

Here in ch Matt.13:20 » ~ especially preszat
catacmbs Rows,hills 3290, Zzth ¥r, Ttaly 2339-30009
King in auliznce. at hand nrayarsat ?

\
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Tverylay lifs. Burclas» a1 Oarist  our actions
Yanks=2nds boy away 4ils ha sias Taylor:
2ties yours2Lf wisgaly and 5o whzez 303 cannot s2:2

R2%
for no where slie can youa b2 3afs,
Natives 3.4,

School Room world - c¢h the roonm
do you know L at Hand, ovr still throwing chzlk?
tarrible consoling In common duties we

bedin to sse God

fishzraan,
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See

Spirit dost form Christ in us and thus .we are £illeq
‘in all ths fulness of Goi. But who caa .comprehsnd
%y tsachings., Tor thou art God. .To thes be glory
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0 Lori God.and Reavenly Father, thou aprt
a God at hani and not 3 Gol.afar off, Cim any man
0ids himsslf in the secrat places that T shall .aot
N him saith the Lord. D5 I not fi11 asaven and earth?
0 Lord thou art evsr near. I¢ I take the winds of ths
mofning and dwsll ia the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there shall tay hani lead me and thy right hand
shall holi ma.

#3 thank thes 0 Lorg for this thy guiding
and protectiﬁg prsssncs. Y:t not only fop thy all
pervading 2ssencs but also. fop ﬁhine.indwelling prsssnce
do we praiss thss. Ws rejolce that thou thpy the Holy

a2l lowmlanion for sver anl svap.
Aman, ;




How aimiabls are ths tabsranacles, O Lord God of
Hoste. This . is our prayer ot rejoiciang as ws coms
baforz Thee to offer our worship. We sxolaim with the
Pgaloigt that a day .in thy courts is batter than a
thousand anyvhsre else, Akl thru the wask io we look
- forwarl to the assembling of oursslves together in
‘thy nane, ' '

To bow down bafore thes, to hear the preachéd
word, -to sing thy praises, 'to be in the condgregation
of Christians is joy indsad. Day of all the wesk thz
blest, Bmblem of eternal rost,- if hsaven i3 an
sternity of perfect Sabbaths, how happy are they who
have prescsded us there aanl how dloriously contant
will wz be in our everlasting rest.

We d¢ive thes thanks for .all thinds, the worship
of ths Lord's Bay and ths eternal raest of whioch .it is
the emblem. Then, having given thanks, we pray, as
dirscted by the apostle, for kinds and for all wha
are .in authority, that we may lead a2 gquiast anl peacsable
life in all dodliness .and honssty. 72 Lord, ths wmore
we real of intsrnational affairs,the mors we see the
-n3ed of thy directing influsnce.

And uwext, becauss 1t .is so near and dsar to us,‘
ws pray for the welfare of this church., Strenghthsn
the pastor .in his labors, anl sncourags the people
thru joy and sorrow. Pour down a bouatsous hlessing
on this coagredation, Thou art aver willing to bless.
Bleas us then, we ask thez, .in Christ's nans,

-Amen,



