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extent of man’s depravrty

A 'man m'irst be made to see his miserable ,

~condition before we can expect him earnestly
to desire salvation. - No one who thinks he is
well goes to a physician for medicine. And
the best way of convincing a lost soul that he

_is in desperate need, is to contrast his fallen
pature w1th the rrghteousness of God.
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Sm however is worse than a dxsease It 1sv

*true that the Scnptures sornctxmes speak of sin
as'a srckness, and of salvation as healing and
health But the Scnptures more fully reveal

., man’s, condrtron when they speak of sin as . ¢ |
death, and of salvatron as eternal life. In .

dmlmg wrth a sinner, therefore, it is necessary

toremember that he cannot be left alone to
recuperate, but that, dead i in srns ‘he must be

,ralsed to newness of lrfe ’
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N EkPLAINING the clauns of Chrrst toa man.’n‘ T
lost ‘i sin, the - personal ‘worker should | -
‘have a clear view, not only of the ultimate

pumshment of sin, but -also_ of the present

_,men aré born dead in sin, “and are mcapable of Co
- doing any spiritual good. Proverbs 21:4 says, . ..
. ‘the plowing of the wicked is sin.. Plowing 1s"_"
here taken as an example of ordinary daily oc-
cupations, and the verse means that no- matter .

what an unregenerate person does, he 1s sin-
ning. Genesis 6:5 says, And God saw .

that every imagination of the thoughts of his

(man’s) heart was only evil continudlly. These

and similar passages illustrate the Biblical view -

of the carnal mind as it is stated in Romans
8:7, For the carnal mind is enmity against God:

for it is not subject to the law of God neither '.
~ indeed can be. :
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Some earnest Christian workers, not well in-
structed in  the. Scriptures, unmtentronally o
pollute the Gospel by denying the awful- sin-

fulness of man: - They say that the will of man

s, free that he can accept Christ and. please ‘
. God, if. only he uses enough will-power. They”
’clarm in- eEect _that while most of man’s -

~ nature needs to be regenerzltted; his will " is
unaffected or.only slightly affected by sin, and

so does not need the almighty regeneratlng L :
power of the Holy Ghost. S

These Chnstran workers wrll tell a smner‘ ’
that if he first puts faith in Christ and his
promises, God will then regenerate him. Thus

. they make the human will the initial cause of

regeneration. ‘Thus they teach that before re-

generation, a sinner can have faith in Christ;

that man is not dead in sins, but only partly

so; and that the part that is not dead, with

some cooperation from God to be sure, can save
the other part

But the Lord has given us very explicit in-
formatron on this point, and if the Gospel is -
not to be polluted we must see exactly wh1t

' the Bnble says o

]ohn 1:12- 13 says, to tlaem gave be power to
become' the sons of God . . . whick were born

“ not of blood, nor of the wzll of the flesh, nor _,
Cof t/ae will of man, but of God. ' :
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" John here excludes man’s will, as well as the - -

rest of his sinful nature, as a cause of | regenerd- g

. ""-tlon "Man cannot of- himself will to exercise . .

" faith in God. Faith in God is a “good act, not "

. a sinful act; and the unregenerate cannot per-~
form good acts—even their plowing ‘is sinful.

““The Scripture umformly presents faith in Christ

as a gift of God: a gift, be it noted that he.

does not give to all men.

Faith is worked in man by God's almighty

o ‘_putnfy

| -Now, a da.d ‘man can do nothing—except

must be alive before one can act.

A baby may begin to breathe almost as soon
.- as it is born, but its breathing does not give it
_its life. On the contrary, its life enables it to

breathe. . Similarly, faith is the first action of
the regenerated soul; the new life is the cause
of the act; the act is not the cause of the

powefr. i@ul placed t:remjnctl'loixs emlzlls-iasis ;ti ' gv new life. '
this fact by the way he piled up words in de- .. ,
scribing the exceeding great power of God in ‘ The _ChflSt_laﬂ worker, then, must pray that
 giving man faith. Ephesians 1:19 says, the ‘God will regenerate the hearts of his hearers; »
exceeding greatness of bis power to ws-ward e must dep end neither upon his own powers
who believe atcordmg to (ot, by means of) the - of persuasion nor upon the sinner’s will. He
working of bis mighty power which be wrougb ¢ must faithfully present Christ crucified accord-
L in Cbru-! when he raised bim from the dead. o ing 1o the Scripiures, being assured that the
o ) _ ¢ . word of God will not return void, but will
: B lish that whereto God sent it.
R Thls section “in Ephesnans teaches that faith - accomp o e »
. and salvition are wrought in men by a power = - Let us, then, give all the glory to God and
ias almlghty as ‘that which raised Christ from - o mot divide the glory with a sinful human will..
“the dead. ' The reason is clear: -men are also’ co ; -
g \dead and need to be raised to life. o S : Th:ofl;:ir ?“ L#fg;‘:::;,_?“l:@ o

And that is exactly how much any ‘
' v man contnbutes to his regeneration. Faith in
- Christ is an action of the new life, and one




